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BELCHER NAMED WESTERN CAROLINA CHANCELLOR; NEWMAN RETIRES AT SHORTER .............................
DAVID O. BELCHER, a 1979 Furman graduate who had been provost and

WHEN HAROLD NEWMAN retired as president of Shorter University

vice chancellor for academic affairs at the University of Arkansas-Little Rock,

May 31, he left a legacy of service and accomplishment.

became chancellor of Western Carolina University in Cullowhee, N.C., on
July 1. He succeeded John W. Bardo, who retired after 16 years at WCU.
In announcing the appointment, Tom Ross, president of the University
of North Carolina system, said that Belcher “brings to the task more than

Newman, a 1965 Furman graduate, was known for his vision and
commitment on the campus in Rome, Ga., where he was a teacher and
administrator for 26 years, the last six as president. Under his leadership, the
Southern Baptist institution achieved university status, created a number of
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Letters. He moved to Arkansas-Little Rock in 2003.

"

Belcher’s wife, Susan, is a talented vocalist who taught at UALR.

"

In a meeting with Western Carolina faculty and staff in April, Belcher
credited the chancellor at UALR, Joel Anderson, with providing him “leadership

Creation of a program for adult students, which now has 2,000 enrolled,
Development of an international studies program which today takes
students to six continents, and expansion of the athletics program

chairing the institution’s NCAA recertification effort, and responsibility for
campus-wide strategic planning.

Transition to university status, completed in 2010.
and a nursing program.
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opportunities that most provosts don’t get to have” — including fundraising,
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of Education degree at the University

Belcher comes from a loyal Furman family. His parents, Posey and
Jean Orr Belcher, graduated in 1954 and 1953, respectively, and his siblings
are Philip ’82, Elizabeth Belcher Mixon ’87 and Miriam Belcher Ponder ’91.

"

Launch of an 18,000-square-foot library expansion.
Growth of the student body from 900 to 1,500 students.
Newman told the newspaper, “I hope [Shorter] will be remembered as

integrity personally and professionally . . . [who is] committed to the university
and making it the best I can.”
Donald Dowless, former vice president for academics at North Greenville
University, succeeds Newman as president.
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